
 

 

Do we have to do anything formal before we start registering voters? 
No.  In Iowa,  candidates and groups do not have to register with the Secretary of State's Office nor 
with their County Auditor to hold a voter registration drive.   
 

Where do we get Voter Registration Forms? 
Linn County Election Services will provide a reasonable quantity of voter registration forms to any or-
ganization that sends a voter registration drive representative to pick them up from our office .    
 

Individuals may print and make copies of the Iowa voter registration form at: 
sos.iowa.gov/elections/pdf/voteapp.pdf 
 

A large-print version (to be printed on Legal size 8.5 x 14 paper) is also now available at: 
sos.iowa.gov/elections/pdf/forms/voterreglargeprint.pdf 
 

If you have the appropriate equipment, you may also assist voters  to register online via: 
mymvd.iowadot.gov   (click on “Voter Registration” at bottom of left column—Iowa DL/ID required) 
  

Can we pay people to register voters? 
In Iowa, groups may pay people to help others register to vote.  Iowa law requires that payment be 
made only for a person’s time, not for the number of registration forms collected nor the political  
party affiliations marked on them.  (Official political parties recognized by state law are exempt from 
this requirement.  As of 2019, those are the Democratic and Republican parties.)  
 

How soon do we need to turn the forms in once we collect them? 
 At most times of the year: forms are due within 7 days of collecting the completed form. 
 During the last three days before a pre-registration deadline: due within 24 hours. 
 On the pre-registration deadline: due in the County Auditor’s office by 5 pm. 
 

Starting March 2021,  the pre-registration deadline is the Monday 15 days before each election.  
(Registrations delivered to our office after a pre-registration deadline will be processed to be  
effective after that election.) 
EXCEPTION:  Forms postmarked by the “worry free postmark date” (still 15 days before each      
  Election, as it has been) will be processed even if they arrive after the deadline. 
 

Where do we submit the completed voter registration forms? 
To the County Auditor of the county in which the registrant lives. 
 

 For LINN County voters, mail or bring completed forms in person to the address below.  Please 
include a completed copy of the cover sheet at  linncounty-ia.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10707 

 For voters from other counties, a list of county auditor addresses may be found at:   
sos.iowa.gov/elections/auditors/auditorslist.html 

Requirements & Tips  
for conducting a successful 

Voter Registration Drive 

Questions?    Contact Linn County Election Services at:    

319-892-5300, option 1    |    elections@linncounty.org    |    LinnCountyElections.org 

Jean Oxley Linn County Public Service Center, 935 2nd St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA  52404

https://mymvd.iowadot.gov
https://www.linncounty-ia.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10707/Registration-form--absentee-form-cover-sheet-for-organizations-collecting-formsPDF-


 

 

Can we help someone fill out the form, esp. if they have trouble seeing, writing, etc. ?  
Yes, but the registrant must sign it.  Anyone they wish may help them fill in the information  
requested on the form above the affidavit.  If a person is unable to sign or make a mark they may: 
 Use a rubber stamp or reproduction of their signature 
 Ask another person to sign their name or affix their stamp for them. 

IMPORTANT: This must be done IN THE PRESENCE and AT THE REQUEST of the registrant.   
NOTE:  Power of Attorney is not relevant in this circumstance; POA may assist, but not as POA. 
 

Which fields on the voter registration form ABSOLUTELY MUST be filled out? 
Registration of new and new-to-Linn-County voters cannot be completed without all of these items: 

 ID Number – prefer Iowa Driver’s License (IDL) or non-operator ID.  (Permit works too) 
If a person truly has neither an IDL / ID nor an SSN, have them check the bottom box,  
and the hopeful registrant will get a letter from Election Services outlining the next steps. 

 Date of Birth 
 Sex   (their self-defined gender identity) 
 Your Name (be sure it’s legible.  If you can’t read it, neither can we!) 
 Address Where You Live  (where the person stays most of the time / sleeps at night)* 
 Signature   (be sure they read the affidavit before signing.  If the person is not a U.S. citizen,  or 

is a convicted felon whose rights have not been restored  (by Executive Order or individually), or 
any other statement is not true, they risk being convicted of perjury.) 

 

* If the person registering is homeless, they may write in a specific description of where they stay most of the time 
(“under the bridge at ...”) so we can register them in the appropriate precinct.  They may then give a mailing address, 
such as at   a soup kitchen or relative’s home where the homeless person can pick up mail. The people at that address 
need to know  to expect mail for that person. If the voter acknowledgement card is returned to Election Services as not 
deliverable at  that address, then ID and proof of residence will be required to complete the registration.   
 

What happens if the ÏÔÈÅÒ fields arenȭt filled out?  Why are they there? 

Qualifications check the boxes at the top:  Are there to save people time if they don’t qualify. If the 
registrant doesn’t check these, they still swear to this info when they sign affidavit at the bottom. 
 

Phone and/or Email is marked “(optional)”.  If a registrant provides one or both, Election Services 
may use that information to contact the voter, and it may be shared with political campaigns. 
 

Address Where you Receive Mail is marked “(if different)”.   If the registrant receives mail at the 
same place they live, this should be left blank.    Only if they want / need to have their mail sent to 
an address different from where they live should this be filled in.    
 

Previous Voter Registration Information is most important if: 
 The person has previously been registered under a different name 
 The person has just moved into  Iowa from another state, so we can let the other state know 

that they are registering to vote here now.  
  

If Political Affiliation is left blank: 
 A voter NEW to Iowa will be registered as “No Party” 

 An Iowa voter changing name or address will have their existing party affiliation left unchanged. 

 

Any other tips? 
It’s best to ask folks if they are registered to vote AT THEIR CURRENT ADDRESS.  That way, they don’t feel 
like you’re shaming them by assuming they aren’t registered — and those who have recently moved are 
more likely to respond  “Oh, I don’t think I did update that yet!”, rather than “I’m already registered” 

Updated April, 2021.  To see if there have been more recent ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ from the Secretary of State,  

And to see information about collecting !ōǎŜƴǘŜŜ .ŀƭƭƻǘ wŜǉǳŜǎǘ CƻǊƳǎ, visit:  
sos.iowa.gov/elections/candidates/solicitforms.html 


